DATE: DECEMBER 24, 2005
THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT.

MASSINTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF: Dec. 25, 2006

DEC.25, 9:00AM MinnieAllen

TUES, 8:00 AM Betty Mercille

WED, 8:00 AM John B. DeGonia

THURS,

FRI, 8:00 AM Joseph Bourisaw

SAT, 530PM Chris Sampson

SUN, 8:00AM The People of the Parish
10:00 AM Marple Thompson

SPECIAL MINISTRIES FOR WEEK
DECEMBER 30TH & 31ST

I Eucharistlc Ministe,s I

SAT, 5:30 SUN, 8:00 SUN, 10:00

C. Phyllis Partney Marvin Wright Don Thompson

L.MaryJaneLeonard Jeanne DeGonia Diane M cGirl

R. Nadine M organ Susan M athis Maureen Mills
| FCTORS 8

SAT, 5:30 SUN, 8:00 SUN, 10:00

Mary Jane Leonard Susan Mathis Robert Mills

*MUsSIC* SAT 5:30-Chala Short

SUN 8:00-Rebecca Richards
SUN 10:00-Anita Govero

SAT 5:30- Madison Smith & McKenzie Smith
SUN 8:00- Josh Mathis& Jake Mathis
SUN 10:00- Zach Gibson & Taylor Eye

| SERVERS!

‘OOHOI

DRIVERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND
SATURDAY:
SUNDAY:

GIFT BEARERS
5:30 Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Neier
8:00 Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Pashia
10:00 Mr. & Mrs. Robert Mills

Kim Coleman

TP

ENVELOPES.....$2,867.00
LOOSE ........ $219.76
CHILDREN...(2)... $3.00
VOTIVE LIGHTS...... $20.00
Christmas Gift .... $80.00

Seminary .......... $85.00
Solemnity of Mary ......... $5.00
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL ....$115.00
FOR THE NEEDED for Expenses: $2,300.00
WEEK OF: RECEIVED: $3,171.76
Dec. 17, 2006

HEAVENLY DUSTERS
Laura Partney & Phyllis Partney

ST. JAMESGIFT SHOP OPEN
1st Sunday of Every Month
SUZANNE SHORT 438-4787

in}i

Marriage Encounter ................... 314-469-7371
PreCanaConference .................. 314-792-7182
MovieReview .........ccocevieiiiiin ... 800-311-4222

CATHOLIC FAMILY SERVICES
Catholic Family Counseling, A United Way agency, is the recog-
nized marriage, family and individual counseling service of the
Archdiocese of St. Louis. Officesin Festus and Perryville, Mis-
souri. 1-800-652-8056

NEW YEAR’'SRESOLUTION
Why not make this your New Y ear’ s resolution, to be more ac-
tivein the parish. We arein need of volunteersin al areas;
Eucharist ministers, lectors, drivers, St. Vincent de Paul Society,
the Ladies Sodality., etc,. Please contact Gail for more informa-
tion or questions (438-4686)

NEW YEAR’SEVE DANCE
The Knights of Columbus of Washington County
will be having aNew Y ear’ s Eve Dance December
31st from 8:30 PM to 12:30 AM at the K. C. Hall
in Old Mines. Please call Don Bourbon at 438-
2374 to make reservations.

)

St. Vincent de Paul Society

Merry Christmas and Happy New Y ear to our Membership, their
families and friends. We wish to thank the people of the parish for
making it possible to meet some of the needs of our neighbors dur-
ing 2006. Our plansfor the New Y ear include continuing the out-
reach to parishioners and members of the community who need
spiritual and material assistance.

CHICKEN & BEEF DINNER
The Knights of Columbus of Washington County will
be having a Chicken & Beef Dinner on
Sunday, January 7th from 10:30 AM to
2:00 PM at the K. C. Hall in Old Mines.

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER
Give yourselves or your married children the gift of Marriage En-
counter. This“weekend of discovery” renews husbands and wives
and also gives the gift of time and space for relationships. Con-
sider this as a Christmas gift idea, or look to the New Year! Call
314-469-7317 or check online at www.stl-wwme.org for upcom-
ing dates.

TOUCHDOWNSWITH ST.JAMES
THISWEEK WINNERS ARE:
High Score: George Richards (102 Pts)
Low Score: David Woodland (22 Pts)

NO PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION

MERRY CHRISTMAS!!

Dear Padre

How do we explain our veneration of

Mary?

My wife and I live in what is commonly

called the Bible belt. How do you sug-

gest we explain our veneration of Mary
to Protestants who ask us about her and her role
in the Scriptures? Arthur and Margaret
Dear Arthur and Margaret,
I, too, currently live in the Bible belt, and | have worked
with many people wanting to become Catholic who had a
lot of questions about the role of Mary in our faith. That
being said, | have also met Catholics who get confused
on this point as well. Sacred Scripture is clear on Mary’s
significance and her honored place in God’s plan of sal-
vation. The Incarnation could not have occurred without
Mary’s obedient, “Let it be with me according to your
word” (Lk 1:38b). But as important as Mary is, she always
points away from herself and to her Son, “Do whatever
he tells you” (Jn 2:5b). This makes her precious to us, be-
cause she leads us to her Son. We also know that, as the
Mother of our Lord, Mary has an honored place in God’s
kingdom. Like all the saints whom the Church believes to
be in heaven, she is a tremendous intercessor for us. As
our Lord was dying on the cross, he gave his Mother to
“the disciple whom he loved,” as our Mother (John
19:26). After all, if you need a favor from someone, who
better to have pleading your case than your mother? This
is another reason we have profound respect for Mary.
(The technical word for this is “venerate.”) As a Redemp-
torist, | could not close without mentioning one of Mary’s
most revered titles, Our Mother of Perpetual Help. We do
not pray to Mary, we pray through our Mother Mary, and
like any good and loving mother, she is always there to
help us. Don'’t let anyone mess with your Mother.
Rick Potts, C.Ss.R.

St. John Bosco, commonly referred to as Don Bosco, was born
August 15, 1815, IN Becchi, near Turin, Italy, and died January
31, 1888, in Turin. Don Bosco's father died in 1817 and he was
reared in poverty by his pious, hard working mother. He was or-
dained in 1841. In order to devote himself to working with boys,
he opened his own hospice, which grew into the Oratory of St.
Francis de Sales. Later, two workshops for shoemaking and tai-
loring were added to the hospice. Don Bosco obtained a printing
press and wrote and printed catechetical and pious pamphlets for
youths. In 1859 he founded a religious congregation, the Sale-
sians, which received papal approval in 1868. Together with St.
Mary Mazzarello, Don Bosco founded the Salesian Sistersin
1872. Don Bosco's approach to education is known as the Sale-
sian preventive system of education. It rejected corporal punish-
ment and strove to place youths in surroundings that removed
them from the likelihood of committing sin. Hisinsistence that
boys be taught trades made him a pioneer in modern vocational
training. Many miracles were attributed to hisintercession. He
was canonized April 1, 1934, by Pope Pius XI. St. John Bosco is
the patron saint of boys, youth, young apprentices, editors, and
Catholic publishers. Hisfeast day is observed on January 31.

GOOD NEWS

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Micah 5:1-4; Psalm 80; Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-45
John Craghan, Th.D., S.S.L.

We livein an age of technological marvels.
Eventsin the most remote corners of the world are
flashed to our TV setsin an instant. Diseases thought to
be untreatabl e are now cured by miracle drugs. Com-
puters process vast stores of knowledge in seconds. To-
day's readings would not have us ignore these valuable
innovations; they would only have us pause in order to
remember that our God is the infinite source of all help.

In the first reading Micah announces a future Da-
vidic king who will conguer his people's enemies. Seem-
ingly lowly Bethlehem will be God's birthplace of salva-
tion. To everyone's surprise thisideal king will put more
stock in Y ahweh than in military power: "He shall stand
and feed hisflock in the strength of the Lord" (verse 4).
For Micah, the point isto trust in God for deliverance.

In Psalm 80, Israel appealsto Y ahweh to inter-
vene against the enemy. The psalmist outlines the role of
the divine shepherd. Human resources are inadequate,
the earthly shepherd needs the protection of the divine.

Mary isthe model Christian since sheisthe very
embodiment of trust in God. In the Annunciation scene
(Luke 1:26-38), Luke contrasted her faith response with
Zechariah'sincredulity. In this visitation scene Elizabeth
says, "And blessed is she who believed that there would
be afulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord."
Luke conveys Mary's enormous capacity to trust.

What is God's plan for our lives? Human re-
sources may reveal part of the answer. True faith, how-
ever, will trust in divine resources for the final resolu-

tion.
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Divorce & Beyond Training Workshop, Saturday January 27, is
for those who wish to begin outreach to the divorced in their par-
ish. $20 registration fee includes program materials, facilitator
training and lunch. To register, please contact Carol in the Office
of Laity & Family Life 314-792-7181.

O tender Father,

Y ou gave me more, much more,
than | ever thought to ask for.
Thank you, and again thank you,
O Father,
for having granted my requests,
and for having granted those things
that | never realized
| needed or sought.

Saint Catherine of Siena



