DATE: DECEMBER 18, 2005

THE 4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF: Dec. 19. 2005 |

MON, 8:00AM Mr. & Mrs. RollaPashia

TUES, 8:00AM Lucy Politte

WED, 8:.00AM R.K.Boyer

THURS,

FRI, 8:00 AM Carl “Dee” Coleman

SAT, 7:30PM Stanley, Larry, Garry West
MIDNIGHT Thomas M. DeGonia Family

SUN, 9:00AM  Minnie Allen

MASS SCHEDULE

FOR CHRISTMAS
Saturday, Dec 24th................ 7:30 PM
MIDNIGHT
Sunday, Dec 25th ..................9:00 AM

AWayofLile ENVELOPES......... $2,284.00
STEWARDSHIP LOOSE.........o.......$91.00
g&gﬂ.ﬂ%;%,’g Gift Shop ............ $15.00
ZIn&S  VOTIVELIGHTS......$27.00
e WY 1] W I mmaculate Conception $194.00
e Christmas Gift ......... $25.00
Solemnity of Mary ... $10.00
S Scrinary ......... $25.00
FORTHE | ST.VINCENT DEPAUL $135.25
WEEK OF:
Dec. 11, 2005 NEEDED for Expenses $2300.00

RECEIVED: $2,594.00

SPECIAL MINISTRIES FOR WEEK OF:
DECEMBER 24TH & 25TH

_Euchansuc |n|sters

SAT, 7:30 MIDNIGHT SUN, 9:00
C. Don Thompson Scott Smith Robert Mills
L Cheryl Gibson Jan Coleman Maureen Mills
R. Diane McGirl Susan Mathis Charlie Schloemer
LECTOR
SAT, 7:30 MIDNIGHT SUN, 9:00
Jamie Thompson Susan Mathis Dan DeClue

SAT 7:30-Anita Govero
Midnight—Chala Short
SUN 9:00-Rebecca Richards

*MUSIC*
o= S o

SAT 7:30-Dillon Cordia & Zach Gibson
MIDNIGHT-Josh Mathis & Jakie Mathis
SUN 9:00-Andrew Neler & Michael Neier

DRIVERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND
m SATURDAY.
(o)e) O SUNDAY: Kim Coleman

GIFT BEARERS
7:30 The Theresa West Family
Midnight Mr. & Mrs. Thomas DeGonia
9:00 Mr. & Mrs. Rick DeClue

| SERVERS!

i

P The St. James Parish School of Religion will
meet this Wednesday, December 21st at 7:00 PM
in the Parish Hall.

Please remember to listen to KY RO for cancella-

R tions of PSR due to bad weather.

20l

The Rectory Office will be closed Wednesday thru

Friday. We will be here but over in church working.
If an emergency please leave a message and we will

get back to you.

The Adult Convert class will meet this
' Tuesday, December 20th at 7:00 PM in the
Rectory Basement.

THANK YOU
Thank Y ou, to al who purchased gifts for our Giving
Tree. Thanksto your generosity we had enough gifts
for al those we prepared Christmas baskets for.
Thank You, The St. Vincent de Paul Society.

TOUCHDOWNSWITH
ST. JAMES
THISWEEK WINNERS ARE:
High Score: Jimmy Gibson (108 Pts)

HEAVENLY DUSTERS
Sharon Forrester

Low Score: Kathy Thompson (29 Pts)

READINGS:
Monday: Jgs 13:2-7,24-25a Ps71:3-6,16-17 Lk 1:5-25

ST. JAMESGIFT SHOP OPEN
1st Sunday of Every Month
SUZANNE SHORT 438-4787

Tuesday: Is7:10-14 Ps24:1-6 Lk 1:26-38

Wednesday: Sg2:8-14 Ps33:2-3,11-12,20-21 Lk 1:39-45
Thursday: 1Sm1:24-28 1Sm2:1,4-7,8asbcd Lk 1:46-56
Friday: Mal 3:1-4,23-24 Ps 25:4bc-5ab,8-10,14 Lk 1:57-66
Saturday: 2 Sm 7:1-5,8b-12,148,16 Ps89:2-5,27,29 Lk 1:67-79
NEXT SUNDAY: 1s52:7-10 Ps98:1-6 Heb1:1-6 Jn1:1-18

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICES

St. Joseph Church, Bonne Terre
Monday, Dec. 19th at 7:00 PM

EXTRA CONFESSION TIMES
St. James Church
TUESDAY, December 20th 11:00-Noon
(Confession Times Starts & Stops Promptly)

“A SPECIAL THANK YOU”
To The Moore Funeral Home for their
generous gift of the calendars for our par-
ish. The calendars are located in the
back of church.

Again, Thank You.

CHRISTMASCHOIR PRACTICE

i

HEde

Anyone interested in singing with the
@ ? 3; Christmas Choir that sings at the 7:30 PM
\é‘ﬁ.ﬁ Mass on December 24th are invited to the
Choir Practice on M onday, December
19th from 6:00 PM to 8:00 M in the Church. If you

have any questions please contact Kathy Thompson
438-4138.

NEW YEAR'SEVE DANCE
The Knights of Columbus of Washington
County will be havingaNew Year'sEve
Dance December 31st from 8:30 PM to
12:30 AM at the K. C. Hall in Old Mines. Please

call Don Bourbon at 438-2374 to make reservations.

CAREER OPPORTUNITY

The Knights of Columbusis seeking a Field Agent
for a Career Opportunity representing their insurance
program. We offer a complete benefits package with
this full time position. In order to qualify, one must
be eligible for membership in the Knights of Colum-
bus. For more information contact Robert King,
FICF General Agent at 636-239-1016.

GOOD NEWS

Fourth Sunday of Advent

2 Samuel 7:1-5,8-11,16; Psalm 89; Romans 16:25-
27; Luke 1:26-38

John Craghan, Th.D., S.S.L.

Redemption would seem to be a divine en-
terprise. Generally we imagine ourselves as cast in a
minor role on the stage of salvation history. To imag-
ine the all-powerful God calling to say "I need you"
doesn't quite fit. What could we possibly contribute
to such an awe-inspiring production?

Today's readings take a different approach.
We are not marionettes manipulated by a puppeteer;
we are free, grace-filled participants in the drama of
salvation. The Davidic king, Mary, and Paul have
leading roles. God saysto them "I need you."

The 2 Samuel excerpt focuses on Y ahweh
establishing a succession of Davidic kingsto rule
God's people. Thisisaroyal gift with no strings at-
tached -- the house will last forever. Ideally the Da-
vidic king was to seek the welfare of the people,
symbolizing God's effort to provide for the people's
needs. The king would ensure justice and bring about
peace. In these duties the king represented God.

The second reading is a doxology, an ex-
pression of praise that speaks of God strengthening
Christiansin their faith and leading Gentiles to faith.
This happened because Paul proclaimed the gospel
about Jesus Christ. The journey to faith was origi-
nally hidden, but it had now, through Paul's preach-
ing, cometo light.

L uke's account of the Annunciation to Mary
follows pattern found in the Hebrew Scriptures: an
angelic appearance, fear in the recipient, the message
and its problem, aresolution, and a sign to confirm
God'sintent. Mary says "yes" in total openness, the
ideal disciple who hears the word and acts upon it.

God has urgent need for us, just as for the
Davidic king, for Paul, and for Mary. We are God's
instruments of consolation, of peace, of mercy. We
announce God's saving presencel What better season
than Christmas to be needed by the Messiah?
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