DATE: DECEMBER 17, 2006

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT.

MASSINTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF: Dec. 18, 2006

MON, 8:00AM Helen Politte
TUES, 8:00AM Chris Sampson
WED, 8:00AM Ruth Coleman
THURS,
FRI, 8:00 AM  Thurman & Rosemary Hochstatter
SAT, 5:30PM  Theresa Golden
SUN, 8:00AM  Hickman Coleman
10:00 AM  The People of the Parish
Christmas 12/24 7:30PM  Garry West
12/24 Midnight Thomas M. DeGonia
12/25 9:00 AM  Minnie Allen

SPECIAL MINISTRIESFOR WEEK
DECEMBER 23RD & 24TH

charsic M'lnisters .
SAT, 5:30 SUN, 8:00 SUN, 10:00
C. Leroy Jarvis Susan M athis
L. FayeJarvis Jeanne DeGonia Charlie Schloemer

R. Kirsten Zinecker

LECTOR
SAT, 5:30 SUN, 8:00 SUN, 10:00
Paul Villmer Peter Zinecker Charlie Schloemer

*MUSIC* SAT 5:30-Chala Short

SUN 8:00-Rebecca Richards
SUN 10:00-Anita Govero

SAT 5:30- Rebekah Pashia & Rebecca Neier
SUN 8:00- Garrick Zinecker & Jeremy Mathis
SUN 10:00- Caitlin Bone & AnnaBone

! SERVERS!

DRIVERSFOR NEXT WEEKEND
SUNDAY: 10:00 AM ....Jim Chazelle

I

oO0™=(O" CHRISTMAS: T7:30PM .... Kim Coleman
GIFT BEARERS
5:30 Mr. & Mrs. Edgar Mull
8:00 Mr. & Mrs. Paul Ney
10:00 Mr. & Mrs. Mike Partney
HEAVENLY DUSTERS
45&4-» Zena Partney & Sarah Partney

Marriage Encounter ................... 314-469-7371
Pre Cana Conference................... 314-792-7182
MovieReview .............cccvvvininnns 800-311-4222

CATHOLIC FAMILY SERVICES
Catholic Family Counseling, A United Way agency, is the recog-
nized marriage, family and individual counseling service of the
Archdiocese of St. Louis. Officesin Festus and Perryville, Mis-
souri. 1-800-652-8056

ENVELOPES.....$3,257.10

LOCSE ........ $238.82
CHILDREN...(2)... $3.00

VOTIVE LIGHTS ...... $42.00

I mmaculate Conception ... $365.00
Solemnity of Mary ..... $10.00

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL ....$168.10

FOR THE NEEDED for Expenses. $2,300.00
WEEK OF: RECEIVED: $3,870.92
Dec. 10, 2006

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICES

St. Joseph Church, BonneTerre
Monday, Dec. 18th at 7:00 PM

St. James Church
Tuesday, Dec. 19th at 7:00 PM

ADVENT RECONCILIATION SCHEDULE

St. Stephens, Richwoods
Wednesday, December 20th: 7:00 PM to 8:00 PM

THE ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
The St. Vincent de Paul Society would like to thank everyone who
helped, donated and attended their Christmas Bazaar this past
weekend. THANK YOU

QUILT WINNER................. Lynne Dombek

“A SPECIAL THANK YOU”
To The Moore Funeral Home for their generous
gift of the calendars for our parish. The calendars
arelocated in the back of church.
Again, Thank You.

i

THANK YOU
Thank Y ou, to al who purchased gifts for our Giving Tree.
Thanks to your generosity we had enough gifts for all those we
prepared Christmas baskets for.
Thank You, The St. Vincent de Paul Society.

ATTENTION:
Eucharistic Ministers & Servers

We are still in need of Eucharistic Ministers and Servers for our
Christmas Masses. Please call the Rectory (438-4686) and volun-
teer for the Christmas Masses, or the schedule is up in the back of
church please fill in the blanks!

NEW YEAR'SRESOLUTION
Why not make this your New Y ear’s resol ution, to be more ac-
tivein the parish. We arein need of volunteersin al areas;
Eucharist ministers, lectors, drivers, St. Vincent de Paul Society,
the Ladies Sodality., etc,. Please contact Gail for more informa-
tion or questions (438-4686)

TOUCHDOWNSWITH ST.JAMES
THISWEEK WINNERS ARE:
High Score: Judy Cain (114 Pts)
Low Score: Ann Robart (36 Pts)

The St. James Parish School of Religion will
meet this Wednesday, December 20th at
7:00 PM in the Parish Hall.

Please listen to KT JJ for cancellation of
classes due to bad weather. DO NOT call
the Rectory.

Dear Padre

Can suicide victims be buried in Catholic cemeteries?

| am a Catholic and a family physician. | have always
been bothered by the Church’s stance on victims of
suicide being denied burial in consecrated ground. If
someone dies of pneumonia, how is that different
than someone who is severely depressed and Kkills
themselves, effectively dying as a result of their de-
pression? Martin

Dear Martin,

Your question strikes at the heart of the Church’s pastoral
response and its mission of bringing the gospel to life.
Suicide, the deliberative taking of one’s own life, affects
not only the individual but also his or her family, friends,
and Church community. The Church’s ministry is to make
present the saving death and resurrection of Jesus and it
does this by its prayer, hope, and faith in God whose love
embraces all. Often, many people struggle with depres-
sion or other psychological illnesses throughout their
lives. Sadly, some choose to believe that the only release
from such suffering is suicide. For the Church to refuse
burial rites for such persons is painful to the survivors and
the entire Church community. Following Vatican Il the
Church has renewed its liturgical practice and no

longer denies Catholic burial to persons who have com-
mitted suicide although the teaching on suicide has re-
mained the same. We find the current practice explained
in several places primarily in the Church’s Constitution on
the Sacred Liturgy that states Christ “achieved his task of
redeeming humanity...principally by the paschal mystery
of his blessed passion, resurrection from the dead, and
his glorious ascension” (CSL 5). The Catechism of the
Catholic Church enlightens our response of pastoral care
when it states that psychological factors or extreme suf-
fering often accompany suicide which can mitigate a per-
son’s responsibility, meaning the Church cannot assume
a person who chooses suicide is capable of making a sin-
ful choice (CCC 2282). In its pastoral care, the Church
proclaims that God is eternally merciful and helps the sur-
vivors retain hope, offering Christian burial and prayers
for those who die by suicide.

Father John K. Schmidt, C.Ss.R.

Always hold firmly to the thought that each of us can do
a littleto bring some portion of misery to an end.

GOOD NEWS

Third Sunday of Advent

Zephaniah 3:14-18; Isaiah 12:2-3,4,5-6; Philippians
4:4-7; Luke 3:10-18

John Craghan, Th.D., S.S.L.

We believe that God created the world. We be-
lieve that Jesus redeemed us by his dying and rising.
We believe that the Spirit came upon the Church at
Pentecost. We a'so may regard all of these divine ac-
tions as finished once and for all. How then do we see
God's ongoing presence in the world? This weekend's
Scripture makes God's presence an occasion for grati-
tude and joy.

Zephaniah preached in the southern kingdom of
Judah between 640 and 630 B.C. The country was suf-
fering moral decay. The prophet condemned the people
but also offered hope. The presence of Y ahweh will
banish fear. The presence of the Lord will provoke a
call to the renewal of mutual love.

The responsoria psalm comes from the twelfth
chapter of Isaiah. The author expounds a theology of
divine presence. Fear and panic must yield to trust. He
speaks of the well, atypical place for remembering
Y ahweh's deliverance (see Judges 5:11). The people
will experience God's saving presence there.

Luke presents two dimensions of the Baptist's
preaching: ethical and messianic. On the ethical side,
John addresses the crowds, the tax collectors, and the
soldiers. His message is one of concern for others. Un-
der the messianic dimension, Luke offers atheology of
presence -- Jesus is bearer of the Spirit.

Creation, Incarnation, and Pentecost are ongo-
ing realities for the modern believer. The Christian who
overcomes despair assists God in anew Creation. The
Christian who reaches out to the lowly continues the
Incarnation. The Christian who restoreslife to the de-

spondent shares in the eternal Pentecost.
Copyright 1993, Liguori Publications/ Liguori, MO 63057-9999

MASS SCHEDULE

FOR CHRISTMAS
Sunday, December 24th................ 7:30 PM
Midnight
Monday, December 25th ............... 9:00 AM
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