
DATE:                    DECEMBER 10, 2006 
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT. 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF:  Dec. 11, 2006 

*MUSIC* SAT  5:30-Chala Shor t 
SUN  8:00-Rebecca Richards 
SUN 10:00-Anita Govero 

! SERVERS! SAT 5:30-  Amanda Fulbr ight &  Tim Battreal 
SUN 8:00-  Ashley Thompson &  Megan Vandergr iff 
SUN 10:00– Dillon Cordia &  Abigail Cordia 

SAT, 5:30                                    SUN, 8:00                                SUN, 10:00 
Jeanne DeGonia                   J. D. Robart                         Robert Mills 

ENVELOPES…..$2,137.00 
LOOSE ……..$154.25 
VOTIVE LIGHTS ……$26.00 
GIFT SHOP …….. $91.83 
Immaculate Conception … $15.00 
Retired Religious ….. $10.00 
Seminary …….. $5.00 
Solemnity of Mary…… $5.00 
Christmas Gift ….. $5.00 
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL …. $32.00 

 DRIVERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND 
     SATURDAY:   
     SUNDAY:         Rober t Coleman 

               GIFT BEARERS 
  5:30  Mr. & Mrs. John Moore 
  8:00  Mr. & Mrs. Randall Mull 
10:00  Mr. & Mrs. Edward Pashia 

MON,     8:00 AM    Dan & Delores DeClue Family  
TUES,    8:00 AM     Virginia Garrett 
WED,     8:00 AM     Dorothy “Bust”  Price 
THURS,  
FRI,        8:00 AM    Paula Pashia & Baby    
SAT,       5:30 PM     Glennon & Laberta DeClue 
SUN,      8:00 AM      The People of the Parish 
             10:00 AM     Robbie Ware’s Mom & Dad & Family 

SPECIAL MINISTRIES FOR WEEK  
DECEMBER 16TH &  17TH 

  FOR THE 
WEEK OF: 
Dec. 3, 2006 

SAT, 5:30                                   SUN, 8:00                           SUN, 10:00 
C. Phyllis Par tney                  Geraldine Skiles                Maureen M ills 
L . Nadine Morgan                   Mahlon McNabb              Cheryl Gibson 
R. Jeanne DeGonia                   J. D. Robart                      Robert M ills 

NEEDED for  Expenses:  $2,300.00 
RECEIVED: $2,316.25 

ST. JAMES GIFT SHOP OPEN 
1st Sunday of Every Month 

SUZANNE SHORT 438-4787 

HEAVENLY DUSTERS 
Kirsten Zinecker  

Marr iage Encounter  ……………….314-469-7371 
Pre Cana Conference ……………...314-792-7182 
Movie Review ………………………800-311-4222 

CATHOLIC FAMILY SERVICES 
Catholic Family Counseling, A United Way agency, is the recog-
nized marriage, family and individual counseling service of the 
Archdiocese of St. Louis.  Offices in Festus and Perryville, Mis-
souri.                   1-800-652-8056 

GOOD NEWS 
Second Sunday of Advent 
Baruch 5:1-9; Psalm 126; Philippians 1:4-6,8-11; Luke 
3:1-6 
John Craghan, Th.D., S.S.L. 
            Our technological world likes things to fit 
neatly together. We expend energy to get results, we 
invest time for promised returns. Careful planning in-
tends to eliminate surprises. Today©s readings describe 
a God who likes the unexpected, a people who should 
enjoy divine surprise. 
            The Book of Baruch was written by an anony-
mous author perhaps as late as the fourth century B.C. 
The writer sees the return of the exiles in 538 B.C. as a 
catalyst for envisioning a great future. Jerusalem will 
cast off the widow©s weeds and will take a new name, 
"Righteous Peace, Godly Glory" (verse 4). Yahweh 
will be at the head of this jubilant procession. God©s 
surprise will be this gift of victory. 
            Psalm 126 is a communal lament that captures 
the joy of Israel©s return from exile and her earnest 
prayer for help in a new predicament. The people sur-
vey their desolate land and encounter the hostility of 
the local population. The experience of the return gives 
the former exiles the ability to contrast the tearful sow-
ing with the abundant harvest. This is a God who dis-
covers another opportunity to transform disaster into 
success.           Luke introduces the passing of one age 
and the start of another. This is the boundary between 
the time of Israel and the time of Jesus. Luke presents 
John as a prophet called by God to make ready the way 
of the Lord. John announces God©s new intervention in 
human history. There is a surprise as well: this inter-
vention is for all, Jew and Gentile alike. 
            By accepting a God of surprise, we make hope 
possible for all people. 
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TOUCHDOWNS WITH  ST. JAMES 
THIS WEEK WINNERS ARE: 

High Score:  Rebecca Rogers (92) 
               Low Score: M ike Mapes (36 Pts) 

The St. James Parish School of Religion will 
meet this Wednesday, December 13th at 7:00 
PM in the Parish Hall. 
Please listen to KTJJ for cancellation of classes 
due to bad  weather. DO NOT call the Rectory. 

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICES 

 

St. Joseph Church, Bonne Terre 
Monday, Dec. 18th at 7:00 PM  

 

St. James Church 
Tuesday, Dec. 19th at 7:00 PM  

 

ADVENT RECONCILIATION SCHEDULE 
 

St. Joachim Church, Old M ines 
Saturday, December  16th Noon until 4:30 PM 

 
St. Stephens, Richwoods 

Wednesday, December  20th:  7:00 PM to 8:00 PM 

MASS SCHEDULE                                                                      
FOR CHRISTMAS 

Sunday, December  24th…………….7:30 PM 
                                                                 M idnight 
Monday, December  25th …………...9:00 AM 

ATTENTION:   
Euchar istic Ministers &  Servers 

We are in need of Eucharistic Ministers and Servers for our 
Christmas Masses.  Please call the Rectory (438-4686) and volun-
teer for the Christmas  Masses, or the schedule is up in the back of 
church please fill in the blanks! 

Dear Padre 
How should I approach my pastor about people’s 
conduct at Mass? 
I attend a church at my summer home. Sunday Mass 
finds me very disconcerted. I come in fifteen minutes 
before the Mass and find that saying my prayers has 
been difficult. Many people are talking not only in the 
church proper but also in the vestibule in loud tones. 
As I am a guest I find that it is difficult for me to ap-
proach the pastor about this. The pastor is a gently 
and humble man. The church uses your bulletin. A 
letter about what is acceptable and what borders on 
inconsideration may go a long way to remind people 
of how they should conduct themselves. George 

Dear George, 
Your concern brings up many issues for pastors: proper 
church etiquette, respect for other’s quiet and reflection, 
pastoral sensitivity, and creating an environment of wel-
come and sacredness. I am also attentive to the issue of 
how one brings this to the attention of the pastor or even 
how to offer appropriate suggestions, especially when 
you may not be well known to him. I would like to offer a 
proposal. Next Sunday take the time to introduce yourself 
to him and offer a compliment regarding the parish. If you 
feel the need for more time, call the rectory and ask to 
meet with him. As a former pastor, I listened to many 
useful comments regarding behavior in church and 
I appreciated the people’s willingness to do so especially 
when it was apparent they were being sincere. A positive 
approach makes it easier to bring up a more difficult sug-
gestion or comments. He may not be aware of the effect 
the loud talking has on all his parishioners so constructive 
advice may be welcome and a friendly introduction helps 
pave the way. The General Instruction of the Roman Mis-
sal (GIRM) may provide some insight. It says that the lit-
urgy should have times of “sacred silence” during which 
people “praise and pray to God in their hearts.” A pas-
torally sensitive approach will accomplish much for those 
who look to their parish as a place of worship and fellow-
ship.              Father John K. Schmidt, C.Ss.R. 

ADVENT GIVING TREE 
 All gifts need to be returned no later than 
Sunday, December 10th so that they can 
pack the gifts with the Christmas boxes to 
be given out on Saturday, Dec. 16th. 

You are Great!! 
Yes, we mean you.  You seem surprised.  You are great because 
you are doing great things.  They may appear to be little things, 
but your consistent concern, week after week, as you contribute to 
the St. Vincent de Paul Society is a great thing.  And especially to 
the children who bring can goods.       Thank You. 

There will be NO Parish Council meeting 
this month.   

ST. PETER CLAVER 
He was born at Verdu, Spain, in 1580, and died at Cartagena, New 
Granada (now Columbia) in 1654. Very little is known of St. Peter 
Claver’s early life.  He entered the Society of Jesus in 1602.  In 
1610 he was sent to Cartagena, an important port teeming with 
merchants and slave traders.  He was not only a missionary, but, a 
doctor and teacher.  He met the incoming slave ships, went into 
the infested holes, where epidemics and despair had taken their 
toll, and not only brought the slaves spiritual comfort but cured 
their sores and bandaged their wounds and sometimes carried the 
disabled ones on his shoulders.  He converted more than 300,000 
by 1615.  St. Peter was canonized in 1888 by Pope Leo XIII.  He 
is the patron saint of African-Americans and Columbia.  His feast 
day  is observed September 9th. 

Last week’s winner of the Low Score in the Touch-
downs with St. James was:  Ann Robart (36 Pts) 

 


