
DATE:                DECEMBER 4, 2005                  
    THE 2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT. 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF: Dec. 5, 2005 

*MUSIC* 
SAT  5:30-Chala Shor t 
SUN  8:00-Rebecca Richards 
SUN 10:00-Anita Govero 

! SERVERS! SAT 5:30-Rebecca Neier &  Michael Neier 
SUN 8:00-Garr ick Zinecker  &  Josh Mathis 
SUN 10:00-Todd Thebeau &  Zach Gibson 

SAT, 5:30                        SUN, 8:00                       SUN, 10:00 
Mary Jane Leonard      Peter Zinecker          Robert Mills 

ENVELOPES ………$2,720.00 
LOOSE.........…………..$180.37 
CHILDREN ………(2)… $3.00 
VOTIVE LIGHTS……$36.00 
GIFT SHOP ……..$10.00 
Human Development …$12.00 
Retired Religious … $ 5.00 
ST. VINCENT DEPAUL.$103.10 

 DRIVERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND 
SATURDAY:   
     SUNDAY:  John Politte 

               GIFT BEARERS 
  5:30  Mr. & Mrs. Sam Johnson 
  8:00  Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Wright 
10:00  The Woody Zitter Family 

MON,     8:00 AM   NO MASS        
TUES,    8:00 AM    NO MASS 
WED,     8:00 AM    NO MASS 
THURS, 8:00 AM    Virgina Garrett 
               NOON       Mary Lou Livengood 
               7:00 PM    Craig Warden 
FRI,        8:00 AM    Dorothy Bust Price   
SAT,       5:30 PM    Betty Mercille 
SUN,      8:00 AM    The People of the Parish 
             10:00 AM    Robbie Ware & Those Who Love Him 

SPECIAL MINISTRIES FOR WEEK OF: 
DECEMBER 10TH &  11TH 

  FOR THE 
WEEK OF: 
Nov. 27, 2005 

SAT, 5:30            SUN, 8:00              SUN, 10:00 
C. Leroy Jarvis             Marvin Wright       Diane McGir l 
LMaryJane Leonard    Mahlon McNabb    Rober t Mills 
R. Faye Jarvis               Geraldine Skiles      Maureen Mills 

READINGS: 
Monday: Is 35:1-10   Ps 85:9ab-14   Lk 5:17-26 
Tuesday: Is 40:1-11   Ps 96: 1-3,10-13   Mt 18:12-14 
Wednesday: Is 40:25-31   Ps 103:1-4,8,10   Mt 11:28-30 
Thursday:  Gn 3:9-15,20   Ps 98:1-4   Eph 1:3-6,11-12   Lk 1:26-38 
Fr iday: Is 48:17-19   Ps 1:1-4,6    Mt 11:16-19 
Saturday: Sir 48:1-4,9-11   Ps 80:2-3,15-16,18-19   Mt 17:9a,10-13 
NEXT SUNDAY:  Is 61:1-2a,10-11   Lk 1:46-50.53-54                        
1 Thes 5:16-24   Jn 1:6-8,19-28 
                              

NEEDED for  Expenses $2300.00 
RECEIVED: $2,900.37 

HEAVENLY DUSTERS 
Glenda Farrow &  Bess Lalumondiere 

GOOD NEWS 
Second Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 40:1-5,9-11; Psalm 85; 2 Peter 3:8-14; Mark 
1:1-8 
John Craghan, Th.D., S.S.L. 
               At times, the hurried pace of our lives may 
at times obscure even the most dramatic reality -- for 
example, the gift-giving presence of our God. To-
day's readings speak of God's nearness in our daily 
lives. The Scriptures capture moments when people 
were challenged to react to God's presence. First they 
had to become aware of God's gifts, then they had to 
respond. 
               Around 540 B.C., Second Isaiah, the anony-
mous prophet of the exile, spoke to his despairing 
community. His opening words of comfort and ten-
derness reveal a God who, forgetting the past, offers 
the grace of the present moment. There had to be a 
march through the desert to the land of Israel; this 
trek would manifest God's presence, to the utter 
amazement of the people. Even then, the people had 
to become aware of the moment! 
               In Psalm 85, the community asks for God's 
presence. Putting aside all hesitation the psalmist 
announces that God proclaims peace to the people. 
To enjoy God's gift of peace, however, the commu-
nity must keep its covenant with Yahweh. It is just 
such a response, culminating in kindness, truth, and 
justice, that ushers in the blessing of the harvest. 
               Mark begins his gospel with the image of 
the desert. He quotes Second Isaiah to tell us that 
John the Baptist announces God's unexpected gift of 
salvation in the desert. Like the ninth-century 
prophet Elijah, John wears a garment of camel's hair 
and a leather belt (see 2 Kings 1:8). God's presence 
in the Baptist demands a response of radical conver-
sion and of repentance. 
               God's gifts appear not only in extraordinary 
events such as a return from exile or the coming of 
Jesus but also in ordinary day-to-day occurrences. 
The grace of friendship, the devotion of a spouse, the 
comfort of co-workers -- all of these manifest God's 
gifts. Our awareness of giftedness moves us to a per-
sonal response where love, support, and consolation 
are given as well as received. 
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The St. James PSR classes will meet this Wednes-
day, December 7th at 7:00 PM in the Parish Hall. 

The regular monthly meeting of the St. 
Vincent de Paul Society will be Monday, 
December 5th at 7:00 PM in the Parish 
Hall. 

TOUCHDOWNS WITH 
ST. JAMES 

THIS WEEK WINNERS ARE: 
High Score:  Carmen Branstetter  (84 Pts) 

        Laury Blair  (84 Pts) 
Low Score:  M ike Mapes (30 Pts) 

ADVENT GIVING TREE 
The Advent Giving Tree is up and the St. 
Vincent de Paul Society are asking you to 
please take a tag.  All gifts need to be re-

turned no later than Sunday, December 11th so that 
they can pack the gifts with the Christmas boxes to 
be given out on Saturday, December 17th. 

ATTENTION SERVERS 
We are in need of servers for our Christmas Masses.  
Please call the Rectory (438-4686) and volunteer for  
Masses.  ( Midnight, 9:00 AM). 

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICES 
St. James Church 

Tuesday, Dec. 13th at 7:00 PM  
 

St. Joseph Church, Bonne Terre 
Monday, Dec. 19th at 7:00 PM 

 
EXTRA CONFESSION TIMES 

St. Joachim, Old M ines 
Saturday, December  10th Noon-4:00 PM 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
Sunday, December  18, 2005 

Serving from 8:00 AM to 11:30 AM 
Pancakes, Sausage, Eggs 

Biscuit &  Gravy 
              K. C. Hall in Old M ines 

Remember in your 
prayers, Katherine 

Vollet (Parishioner) who recently passed away.  As 
we remember her in our prayers, we offer support to 
her family and friends.   

In Loving Memory 

You are Great!! 
Yes, we mean you.  You seem surprised.  You are 
great because you are doing great things.  They may 
appear to be little things, but your consistent con-
cern, week after week, as you contribute to the St. 
Vincent de Paul Society is a great thing.  And espe-
cially to the children who bring can goods.       
Thank You. 

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 
When all the hustle and bustle of the holidays are 
over, don’ t you both deserve a beautiful weekend 
away together?  If you agree and need more informa-
tion about Marriage Encounter Weekend, call 314-
469-7317 to learn about the upcoming 2004 week-
ends. 

HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION 
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION  
THURSDAY, December  8, 2005 

MASSES:  8:00 AM, NOON, 7:00 PM 


