DATE: NOVEMBER 27, 2005

THE 1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF: Nov. 28, 2005

MON, 8:00AM RoseMills
TUES, 800AM SaraYarborough
WED, 8:00AM JohnB. DeGonia
THURS,
FRI, 8:00 AM Glen DeClue
SAT, 5:30PM The People of the Parish
SUN, 8:00AM Garry West
10:00 AM  Lucy Pdlitte

SPECIAL MINISTRIES FOR WEEK OF:
DECEMBER 3RD & 4TH

Euchansuc |n|sters
SAT, 5:30 SUN, 8:00 SUN, 10:00
C. G. Lalumondiere Susan Mathis  Cheryl Gibson

L. Connie Scott J. D. Robart Linda DeClue
R. Nadine Morgan Jeanne DeGonia Jan Coleman

LECTOR

SUN, 8:00
Dan DeClue

SAT, 5:30
Paul Villmer

SUN, 10:00
Jan Coleman

SAT 5:30-Chala Short
SUN 8:00-Rebecca Richards
SUN 10:00-Anita Govero

*MUSIC*
o= S o

SAT 5:30-Stephen Johnson & Michael Neier
SUN 8:00-Jake Mathis & Jinnger Rogers
SUN 10:00-Dillon Cordia & Cole Palitte

DRIVERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND
m SATURDAY: Aaron East
(o)e) O SUNDAY: Lindell Coleman

GIFT BEARERS
5:30 Mr. & Mrs. Michael Wright
8:00 Mr. & Mrs. Peter Zinecker
10:00 The Ladies Sodality

| SERVERS!

i

ENVELOPES.......... $2,213.00
LOOSE......ccco..........$173.00
CHILDREN ......... (4) ... $6.00

VOTIVE LIGHTS...... $31.00
— HUMan Development ... $261.00
ST. VINCENT DEPAUL.$116.00

FOR THE
WEEK OF:
Nov. 20, 2005

NEEDED for Expenses $2300.00
RECEIVED: $2,386.00

P The st. James Parish School of Religion will

meet this n ay, November at7:
S his Wednesday, N ber 30th at 7:00
R PM in the Parish Hall.

I The Adult Convert class will meet this
R C' ¥ Tuesday, November 29th at 7:00 PM in the
I Rectory Basement.
TE  The Ladies Sodality will receive Commun-
wLADIES ion as agroup on Sunday, December 4th at
Ot the 10:00 AM Mass.

ADVENT GIVING TREE
The Advent Giving Tree isup and the St.
Vincent de Paul Society are asking you to
please take atag. All gifts need to bere-
turned no later than Sunday, December 11th so that
they can pack the gifts with the Christmas boxesto
be given out on Saturday, December 17th.

ATTENTION SERVERS
We arein need of servers for our Christmas Masses.
Please call the Rectory (438-4686) and volunteer for
Masses. ( Midnight, 9:00 AM).

TOUCHDOWNSWITH
ST. JAMES
THISWEEK WINNERS ARE:
High Score: Richard Garrett (95 Pts)
Low Score: David Woodland (27 Pts)

HEAVENLY DUSTERS
Laura Partney & Phyllis Partney

READINGS:
Monday: 175: 1s2:1-5 Ps122: 1-9 Mt 8:5-11

ST. JAMESGIFT SHOP OPEN
1st Sunday of Every Month
SUZANNE SHORT 438-4787

Tuesday: 176: 1s11:1-10 Ps72:1-2,7-8,12-13,17 Lk 10:21-24
Wednesday: 684: Rom 10:9-18 Ps19:2-5 Mt 4:18-22

Thursday: 178: 1s26:1-6 Ps 118:1,8-9,19-21,25-27a Mt 7:21,24-27

Friday: 179: 1s29:17-24 Ps 27:1,4,13-14 Mt 9:27-31
Saturday: 180: 1s30:19-21,23-26 Ps147:1-6 Mt 9:35-10:1,58,6-8

; ST.VINCENT DE PAUL CHRISTMAS
%9096 BAZAAR
\\'( DECEMBER 3, 2005

8:00 AM to 2:00 PM

in the Parish Hall
Y our donations of crafts & homemade baked goods
may be dropped off at the Parish Hall on Friday,
Dec. 3rd from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM or on the day of
the Bazaar. (Please price your items.)

A VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU
| would like to thank the Potosi R-3 School District,
Teachers, students, staff and all that donated to the
food drive. Our St. Vincent de Paul greatly appreci-
ates the donations of canned goods.
We also would like to thank the Boy Scouts of
America, especialy our local scouts for their dona-
tion of canned goods to our food pantry.

AGAIN THANK YOU,

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICES
St. James Church
Tuesday, Dec. 13th at 7:00 PM

St. Joseph Church, Bonne Terre
Monday, Dec. 19th at 7:00 PM

EXTRA CONFESSION TIMES
St. Joachim, Old Mines
Saturday, December 10th Noon-4:00 PM

MASS SCHEDULE FOR CHRISTMAS

Saturday, Dec 24th................ 7:30 PM
Midnight
Sunday, Dec 25th .................. 9:00 AM

FRIED CHICKEN & BEEF DINNERS
The Knights of Columbus of Washington
County will be having aFried
Chicken & Beef Dinner Sunday,

Dec. 4, 2005 from 10:30 AM to 2:00 PM

at the K. C. Hall in Old Mines.

Catholic Family Counseling........... 800-652-8055
Marriage Encounter .................... 314-469-7317

NEXT SUNDAY: 5:1s40:1-5,9-11 Ps85:9-14 2 Pt 3:8-14 Mk 1:1-8 Pre-Cana Conference..................314-792-7182

GOOD NEWS

First Sunday of Advent

Isaiah 63:16-17,19; 64:2-7; Psalm 80; 1 Corinthians
1:3-9; Mark 13:33-37

John Craghan, Th.D., S.S.L.

The season of Advent focuses on the
Parousia, the Second Coming of Jesus. We may be
tempted to regard this event as some distant final
chapter in the history of salvation. Today's Scripture
speaks of God's return, not as fantasy for tomorrow
but as acall to action. The Parousia has significance
today because the Lord's coming in glory callsusto
involvement with all believers. To wait for the Lord
isto wait on God's people.

Today's passage from | saiah was written
around 500 B.C. when Jerusalem wasin ruins and
God seemed all too absent. The author 1ooks forward
to the return of Yahweh, "Turn back for the sake of
your servants, for the sake of the tribes that are your
heritage" (Isaiah 63:17). Waiting implies that the
people must look to the needs of others. For exam-
ple, the leaders are blind watchmen who seek only
personal gain (see Isaiah 56:10-12). God's presence
means that their efforts should provide for the com-
mon good.

Writing around A.D. 57, Paul addresses a
divided, self-seeking Corinthian community. Paul
links the Christian way of life with the Second Com-
ing. He deliberately refersto fellowship and adds
that God will strengthen them to the end "so that you
may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus
Christ" (vs. 8). For Paul, this day of the Lord isnot a
harmless theological concept but areality that de-
mands daily concern and interest in the needs of oth-
ers.

The gospel addresses the age-old question,
"When will the Second Coming take place?' Jesus
warns that only God knows the exact time. In the
time prior to the Parousia, vigilance is required.
Mark cites the parable of the Doorkeepersin order to
make this point. Vigilance is service.

The opportunities for Parousia service are
many. Sharing food with the poor identifies with
Third Isaiah, sharing talents with the community imi-
tates Paul, exercising authority with kindness and
justice echoes Mark's message.
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